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ed, excepting ſome few things at 
the beginning, which were left out 
in 1} Sn  toſhortenit, as much 
as I could, without injuring the 
Senſe. Tam ſenfible the Character 
falls very ſhort of what our decea- 
ſed Friend deſerved, but it is every 
Word true,and I thought, had been 
as inofftenſive too as it is true ; and 
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 folbelieve it willappear towiſeand 


confidering men, and others may 
judge as they pleaſe. If it will con- 
tribute =_y thing to makebothMi- 
niſters and People more faithful in. 
the diſcharge of their ſeveral Du- 
ties, I have what TI aimed at, both in 
Preaching and. Printing it, eſpecial-- 
ly if youpleaſe to accept of it as a 
eltimony oftheſincereReſpeQts of 

| GENTLEMEN, / 

Tour very Humble Servent, 

WILL SHERLOCK. 
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24 Matth., 45, 46. 


Who then © a Faithful andVWife ſervant, 
whom his Lord bath made Ruler over 
"7 ol to give them meat in due 


Bleſſed © that ſervant, whom bi Lord 
ſhall finde fo do= 


when be cometh, 


coming; which phnly haves double 


& of it, is of univerſal uſe; Watch 


therefore, for ye krow not what hour your Lund 


>th come. v. 42. which is excellent advice, 


__ in what ſenſe foever we. underſtand” the. 


COM : 


N this and the fore-going Chapter, our 
——_ M— with 
the Signs - and of his 


aſped, both pos. Frere 
eb Farah ad wp bs ecting | 
| jndge the World; Bur the application h 
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| They, haye 2 greater Account to. give. 
we. leam from 1p Like 42243»@- Where 
our Saviour havin 
vice. to all his Diſcip 
.,coming,o heir Lo 


coming of our Fa: for the « coming = our 
Lord fignifies his coming to take account 
of us, and\ whether we apply this to the 
Hour of our Death, or to the laſt Day of 
Judgment,;: ſti]] it concerns ws to watch; that 
1s, to be always dili igent > and careful i in do- 
ing -our Dory; and diſcharging: chur Echiſt 
which 1 -comgutted.. to us, | that; whenever 


.gur, Lord, EUR BE WA Yb, up. our Ac- 


counts wit 


The Words. I have now real] to you, 


 conecrri the Apolifes of Chriſti and 
Succeilass, the Biſhops; and Paſtars:af the 


whurch, who are as much obliged,.to this 
watchfulneſs, as any other ſort of 'perſons, 


becauſe as they have a greater Traft,.. 
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ivea that general: ad- 
Mt 's "watch fok; the 
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give them their portion of, neat. in due hand "of 


Ble fled i is that ſervant, whom bis Lord, when. 


be cometh ſball find fo doing.  Wherein our 


Saviour does particularly apply. that general 


Advice to his Apoſtles and their Sacceſlors; 
his Servants, Stewards, and Miniſters of the 


Goſpel : *and indeed thoſe particular ex-. 


prefſions which are: here uſed do ſufficient- 
ly acquaint us, to whom this Advice be- 
longs. 

We need not - queſtion » Who tis here 
meant by the Lord,which is the peculiarTitle 
of Chriſt in the New Teſtament, and- it is as 


_ evident, what this Houſhold is, which is the - 


Church of Chriſt, The' Houſe and Temple 


1 Cor. 3. 
16, 


the living God, The Houſhold of Faith, The 1 Gor. 6. 


Howſhold of God. And Chriſt; is {aid to be 


16, 


Faithful as 4 Sor, or Lord, over his. 'own 5Gal.10. 


Houſe, whoſe Houſe are we, if we bold fat 


the. confidence,, and the rejoycing of the hope 3 3 Heb. 5, 


*ferm untothe end, in diſtinQion from Moſes, *: 
who was Faichful as a Servant. 

The Rulers of the Houſhold , or the 
Stewards in St.) Luke, are the Apoſtles, Bi- 
ſhops, Presbyters;. who are the Governours 
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0 Ads of the Chinth, Boat the Over feed, Pb Ms 
8. niftero of Chit, the Stewards of be Wyſte- 
1 Cor-4: res of God. © The Meat, 'whick they are ts 
” give in ſeaſon,is the Word of kife,which with 
reſpe& to the different deprets and perfe- 
1 Cor. 3. tion! of Knowledge is coripared to Aus 
> andto firong Meat: and therefore t 
5.Heb.12 commanded to feed the F loek, fo preach » 
I Pet. 2 Word, to be inflart in feuſon, out of ſeaſon, to 
> x 4. reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuſfering 
2. and ddErine. 
This is ſufficient to ſhew you, that my 
Fext does principally concern the Biſhops 
and Miniſters of the Church, who ate in an 
eminetft manner the Servatts of Chriſt m 
the Inſtruction and Govettiment of | his 
Church, which is his Honſe ; and ti fpeak- 
ing to theſe words, I ſhall obſerve this fol- 
Dy method. | 
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| Conſider the Duty of Goſpel 
aridPaſt6rs, which & to Feed; #nd to 
Govern the Homthoid 'of Chriſt. © 
I. The Qualifications of Gofpel-Mini- 
ſters, which ate Faithfulnefs and Prn- 
derice, u F aithfHl ind Wiſe ferwant. 
HI. The 


At The 7 coat gone: «5 "of ak _ 
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3 -3 DLMTE (131 it 
©L. The Duty of GolpclMinifiers be, 
ther Biſhops or others, -and-that-canfifts of 
\ABESs | ik Toad. :2. :To Goverp 
 Hauſhold| ar Church of Obrift. * They 
are.appointed Ralery of bis Bald, 1 giue 
them weat in due ſegfar, - | 
: 11 To:Feed heBlogkiof Chrift -Tikbs 20. Ads 
command Chu 16 gave th: Fate ;; anion 25: 
peated it three: times 3 zSamon, Jan of z 21. John 
_ thou we. _ thentheſe? a faes 15.6 
lowhs, fied wo fheeps "i Neve #2: Biegdiligt- 7 
-fes to. inſiruc}. men: ip the: Keowledpge oof 
Chriſt, for Knowledge :15\nbe ,properfood 
204 nourihayene of ahe' Saul, by whichiir 
;BLrOW6:18 Spiritual \Wiſdom, pray Friend A. 
and Goodnebs 5.and. 16 as -nocallary. to iour 2. 
Spiritual Life, as natueal faad is to;the Life 
of our Bodies. This is: loſe .cterwal;; fairh 17, John 
aur Saviour, to wow. Thee the onely tus Gad, 3. 
and Teſus Clift, whom than hatt ſens." 
' _ For this reaſon aur Saviour anointed 
Stewards and Diſpenſers: of the Myſerics.of 
Us Kingdom, wheſe whole buſineds ir om . 
B 2 
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be to ſtudy the Divine Will themſelves, 
and to inſtrucorhers. | *For this is aknow- 
ledge which muſt be taught; Nature may 
inſtru& us in the Being of a 'God, and the 
differences between good and evil, and the 
plain'Rules .of Morality; but the Myſte-. 
ries 'of the Kingdom, the whole ceconom 
-of mans Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, is to be 
known onely by Revelation. Chriſt came 
down from Heaven to reveal this to us, 
and'he- inſtructed! his Apoſtles, and his A- 
poſtles by their Preaching and Writings in- 
ſtructed the Church, and have left 'us a 
ſtanding Rule of Faith and Manners ; but 
. yet it 1s neceſfary, that there ſhould be 
ſome men peculiarly devoted to the Ser- 
vice of Religion, the ſtudy of the Scriptures, 
and the: Work of the Miniſtry, to inſtru& 
and teach. thoſe who have neither leiſure 
nor opportunities for enquiry, nor” capa- 
city to learn without a Guide, which is 
- the caſe of the generality of Chriſtians ; 
eſpecially. fince Religion has been clogged 
with ſuch infinite Diſputes, and there has 
been fo much art uſed to make the. plaineſt 
truths difficult, obſcure, and uncertain, to 
| eorrupt 
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comply: with mens ſenſual Luſts, i or ſecular 
Intereſts. A Guide :and InſtraQor:is abſ6- 
Jutely neceffary, when there! are':{o many 
Turnings and Labyrinths, wherein:men may 
Joſe. themſelves ,; and their. way to Hea- 
VER. 13:15 O03 SYDOC MES ONH 133 
_ -- But though there were no Diſprites in 
Religion, no difficulty in underſtanding it, 
though all men were agreed about the way 
to Heaven, though the meaneſt Chriſtian un- 
derſtood the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, as 
well as the greateſt Divine, yet there would 
be conſtant need of a Spiritual Guide, while 
men are' apt to be unmindful of their Du- 
ty, and careleſs in the practice of it. The 
work of an Evangelical Paſtor is not meer- 
ly to inſtru& the Ignorant, but to exhort, 
to reprove, to admoniſh, to watch over the 
Lives and Manners of Chriſtians, to make 
ſeaſonable Applications to their Conſcien- 
ces, to adminiſter Comfort to afflicted Spi- 
rits, to excite and quicken the ſlothful, and 
to encourage the fearful and timerous, and 
to aſſiſt and dire& men in their Spiritual 
Warfare, how to obtain a glorious victory 
| - over 


corrupt the Chriſtian Faith, and/to-make-ic 
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over the Warld-and the Fleſh. This is to 
feed the: Flock of Chriſt, .and to piye-ghem 
| Meat in due ſeaſbn; 20 inftruttthemvin thoſe 
things of which chey-are jgnarant;' atd to 
put them in anind of thoſe things which 
they alreadyknow; that their Faith maybe 
curned into a principle of life and aQon, 
-and:this heavenly:Food may. be digeſted in- 
ro Bloud andSpirits, tothe edifying of the 
Body of 'Chrift #n all-Chriſtian Graces and 
Vertues. | 23 £ V 634 0: 
2. Another part of the Miniſterial Of- 
fice conſiſts in Adte of Diſcipline and Go- ; 
vermnent ; 'Chrift has made theſe Miniſters Mo 
and Servants, Rulers ower bis houſhold. No 
;Eph. Society can be preſerved, without Order and | 
23 -Governament, which is as abſolutely necelſ- | 
- ca fary in the Church, as mm the State. Ohrift ; 
is the Head of the Church, the Hwrgbard, 
the Shepherd, the Lord , which are all 
names of Authority and Power; and the 
Church is his Body, his Spouſe, his:Flock,, his 
Hoxſbold, :and Family, which are names of : 
Subjed&tion , and denote a regular and or- 
derly Society ; but Chriſt has now left this 
World, and does not viſtbly appear among 


us, 


wy ws one oy ml prone « yo of El 
'F Chitirely ; he is aſcended' into Heaven 'where 
32 he fits ar the right hand of God, and exer- 
[ cifeeh art inviſible Power and Providence 
| for the defence and preſervation of his 
: Charch on Earth : He governs vs by his 
Laws, and by his Spirit, and by his Mini- 
ſters : for when he aſcended on high, he led 
| captivity captive, and gave gifts to men. And 
| | be gave ſome, Apoſtles : ant ſome, Prophets : 4 Eph. 8, 
| and fome, Ewvangeliſts: and ſome, Paſtors 11,12, 
| and Teachers. For the perfecting If the 13* 
I Saints, for the work, of the Maniftry, 'Y, for the 
[EY edifying of the body of Chrift : _ we all 
come ts the unity of the Faith, of the. 
_ knowledge of the Son of God, to a perf wF-| man, 
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| unto the "fur of rh e . Pl of ' Fulneſs of | 


then onr Saviour was rifen from the 

dead, he relfs his Diſciples, AF power 5s ,g war. 

given wito me both in Heaven and in Earth. 7'®, 19, 
Go ye therefore and teach all Nations. ,baptizing 20. 

pry them in the Name of the Father, and of the 

' Son, and of the Holy Ghott: Teaching them 

20 obferoe all things whatſoever I bawe com- 

madetl you': and bo, T am with you alway, 

 * even 
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Authority to the end of the World. Thus 


even unto. the end of the World. This is, 
their Commillion to preach the Goſpel, and- 


to govern his Church 3 which was ' not 
meerly a Perſonal Commiſſion to 'the Apo- 


ſtles, but extends to all their Succeſlors, as 


appears from Chriſt's promiſe to be with 
= in the diſcharge of this Miniſterial 


St. ous acquaints us, that Chriſt after his 
Reſurreion appeared to his Apoſtles, when 
they were met together, and ſaid unto them, 
Peace be unto you, as my Father hath ſent me, 


* ſo ſend I you. And as he had ſaid this, be 


breathed on them, and ſaid unto them, Receive 
ye the Holy Ghoſt. IVhoſe ſoewer fins ye re- 
mit, they are remitted unto them ; and whoſe 
ſoever ſins ye retain, they are retained. This 
inveſted them with Authoricy , but then 
the aual communication of Power, which, 


eſpecially ac that time, was neceſſary to the 
diſcharge of their Office, was reſerved for 


the deſcent of the Holy. Ghoſt ; and there- 
fore our Saviour commanded them,. Not to 


| depart from Jeruſalem, but to wait for the 
promiſe of the Father, that is, the gift of the 


Holy Ghoſt. For ſays he, Te ſhall receive 
| power 
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power er hp hs off is cope wpoy 1 AG: 4 | 
Jon, == Cz es aunts on FTE et ZZ 
in Fernſalent, and in ll Futlea,' and itt $a- 
maria,” and: hto the nttermoſ parts of _ the 
Earth, © * 
And: accordin y we find, that during 
the time of the / poltles, the Supreme Ay- 
thority of the Church was jn their hands, 
which they committed to theit'Succeſlors, 
and \has- ever 'fince 'been extrcifed by ot 
ſtian Biſhops and Prevbyters, with'regary rs 
their different Order andPower. Bat whit | 
is this Power which” Chrift hath given « ro 
his Miniſters ? They have no Rods, n 
Axes, as 'fectlar Princes tave® to comp 
men to the Faith' of Chriſt; and' to force 
their obedience. No, chis'Þs contrary fo 
the Genius and Spirit of 'Chriſtranity.” Tf 
men will be Infiddls, if they will'be” Ficked, 
we cannot help it: For though we walk in * Cor. | 
the fleſb, we de not war after the fleſh / For . "ha 
the weapons of our warfare are not Farnal,” 
ſach as earthly: Princes uſe, but mi h 
tbrough God, to the pulling down of Frong 
bolds, Ca fling down imaginations, an 
bigh thing that exalteth it ſelf ocinff 
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FEAT e f God, WT inn into captivity 
everythought to the obedience of .ChriSt.;. | 

Our Saviour in my. Fext acquaints us 
what this Power and Authority is3 he makes 
them Rulers over bi, Houſhdld, to give them 


meat (in due ſeeſon. This is the Authority 


Chriſt hath- given to his, Miniſters, to in- 


ru, to exhort, to advile, to.admonith, .to 


reProve, a and that with. ſbarpneſ? too, when 
there is occaſion for. it, according to the pow- 
er. which 5-4 Lord. bath given. to edification, 
and. not to deftrudtion ;. as'St. Paul ſpeaks.. 
But: what Authorty, 1s this: ? May:not 
every Chriſtian do. the fame ?_ Is.it not the 
duty of us all, ,as we are able, to: inſtru, 
exhort, . reprove one another ? Yes, it is; 
and I would to God it were moze generally 
pradtiſed :. but yer eyery private Chriſtian 
cannot. do this with , the Authority of. a Bi- 
ſhop, or. a Goſpel-Miniſter : : The Inſtru- 
Gions and Exhortations of private Chriſti- 
ans, are as of F riendſhip- and Charity ; 
and the obligation to.it, is that mutual con- 


cernment and ſympathy which the Mem- 


bers of the ſame Body ought to: have for 
each other : In Goſpel-Miniſters it is an a& 
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of (Authority; ike rf the Online of a] Fart, 
a Magiſtrate, or Judge. 1 10 nh 
We do inot pretend indeed;'/as St: p_ 


{ peaks, to bave doniinion over your Faith, t6 2 Cor. 
exetciſe'a kind 'of Soveraign Atithority, to *- 24- 


oblige you to believe any thing meerly be- 
cauſe we fay it; "but yet our Authority is 
ſuch, that if -in the exerciſe of- our Office 
we explain the Articles'of Faith and Rules 
of Life to you, it lays an indiſpenſible Oblj-- - 
pation upon you, carefully ro examine what 
we ſay, and not to reject it, without plain 
and manifeſt evidence, that what we teach 
you is not agreeable tothe Will of God 
revealed in the Scriptures. - ' For when we 
come in the Name and Authority of Chriſt, 
that man who reje&s our Meſlage, without 
being ſure that we exceed our Commiſſion, 
rezecs the Authority by which we a& ;”and 
ho that i deſpiſeth, | deſpiſeth not man , but God. 
Teif'our Work and+our Commlſion to in- 
ftra@ you; -and-it' is your Duty to be.in- 
ſtructed ; and whoever ſhall wantonly re- 
jet any 'DoQrines which do-not ſuit' with | 
his humour and intereſt, or oppoſe ſome'po- 


your miſtakes and: prejudices —_— 
2 n- 


| rea rr III In 


10 Luk 
16, 


rations » his Guide, of' turr-  a_ his 
ear from inſtruction; and - heap. t6 himſelf 
Teachers, having itching ears; ſuch a man 
muſt give a ſevere account of this neglet 
and contempt to the great Biſhop and Shep- 
herd of Souls, /- While -we' are careful «0 
diſcharge our Office in purſuance of that 
Truſt our Great Maſter hath committed to 
us, what our Saviour tells his Apoſtles is 
true of the meaneſt of us all ; He that bear- 
th you,” beareth me: and he that defpiſeth 
you, deſpiſeth me : and he that deſpiſeth me, 
iſeth bin: that ſent me. © 

The like may beaid'sf the Exhortations, 
and Counſels, and Directions; and. Re- 


proofs, of our Spiritual Guides, they carry 


cat Authority with them ;_ they are-not 
Fike the private Admonitions of our Frietids, 
who, exhort and reproye Out of kindneſs, 
and their particular concernment for us :' To 
rexe ſuch Counſels as'theſe; does mightily 
aggravate our fin and our condemnation, as 
every thing does, which makes our fin'more 
wilful and obſtinate ; but to reje&t the 
Counſels and Reproots of '6ur:Guide, #4 
new aft of diſobedience to that Authotri 
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ther.you will hear, or whether you will 0- 
beyz, we muſt exhort, reprove, adviſe; and 
wo be to us, if we do not, and wo be'to 
. thoſe who will nothear,who will not obey. 
Qur;gredt Maſter looks upon 'chis'as 2 con- 
rowege of his owh' Atithority, und this is all 
the Authority we have. We cannot force 
you to obey owr Counſels or Reprook, but 
ours and your Maſter will ſeverely puniſh 
you, # you do not. VER, 2B 
: -In a word, the Inſtructions, Reproofs, 
and Cenſares of Chriſt's Minifters, catry 
ſuch Authority with them, that theyean rye- 
ceive into, -or ſhut oitt of the Communion 
of the Church, which s -the:onely viſible 
| Rate of Salvation. Remiſſion of 1ins, 'atd 
eternal Life, is ordinatily to-/be had onely 
1 [the viſible Commanion 'of. the Chutth, 
and therefore the Power of Receiving nts 
of rhe Church by \Excommunication, which 
1s the onely Authority Chriſt hath piven to 
theſe-Rulers of his /Houthold,'to Receive in 
and exft-oiut of his Family; isicalled a'Power 
of 'Remittingor-Reraiming fins, ibceauiſe the 


| x 


forgivene(s of Sins is to be had onely inthe 
Communion of the Church, and no- man 
belongs to' the inviſible Church, who does 
not live -4n Communion © with - the: viſi DR 
Church, when it may beihad. . 


\ The Authority of - Chriſts Miniſters is to- 


feed thoſe, who are of his Houſhold, to give 
them their meat in due ſeaſon, and to judge 


who ſhall belong to this Houſhold, who 


ſhall be received in, or caſt out of Chriſts 
Family : This is the higheſt A& of Church 
Authority on Farth, and the onely-SanQion 
of all our inſtruQtioris, counſels, and reproots; 
and therefore this Authority is not intruſted 
wich - every Goſpel-Miniſter, but is com- 
mitted to the chief  Governours of the 
Church, the Biſhops who ſucceed into the 
ordinary Apoſtoiical Power. © © 

II.. Let us now conſider the due Qualifi- 
cations which are required in Goſpel-Mini- 
ſters, and they. are two : ' Faithfulneſs and 


Prudence, Who 5 that 'F an bf and Wiſe 


Servant © 


' Fir, F aichfiilneks 's Now Faichfulneſs in 
A. f——— confiſts in! being crue tro his Truſt; 


and when this is a pans: to' Preaching the 


Goſpel, 


UM 
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Goſpel, it ſignifies, that he'is extreamly care- * 
ful to publiſh the whole: Mind and Will of 
God.;|:which as it concerns us, in; this Ape, 
ioclades theſe following Rules: ; 1 voi 
.::-2, Fo be careful to acquaint our ſelves 
with, the Will of God, | that. we:: may be 
Scribes which. are infliuSted; unto the King- 13. Mat: 
dom of. Heaven, who; are like unto-a man.that 3* 

is an, houſholder, which bringeth forth out 

of his treaſure. things new and old. : The 
Prieſts lips [taut preſerve Knowledge, but 

we tauſt firſt have it, before we can teach 

it others; and: fince, none of us now pre- 

tend to, immediate Infpirations, this is : a 
work of difficulty and labour, and requires 

as much faithfulneſs in our Studies, as 1n the 
Pulpit. It is no-argument of Faithfulneſs, 
whatever . it may be of Diligence, to-run 

like Abimga% without Tidings, to verit ſome 2 Sam. 
crude and indigeſted. thoughts: for. the ©- **2# 
racles of God. | 47 

. 2. Faithfulneſs requires us: to preach no- 

thing for the Will of God, / but what :we 
are = to: be ſo; to- deliver no Meſlage; 
but what we have received-in Commiſſion ; 
not to-indulge our own private conjectures 


and. 


— = -XÞ. 
8 1, « Ez 


_ and fancies, nor think to mend and fabli.. 
mate Religion by Philoſophical Speculati- 
ons, but to content our ſelves with the-fim- 
plicity of the Goſpel, 'to'Preach Chriſt Je- 
ſus, and him Crucified. Nothing has done 
' greater miſchief to Religion, than when the 
very Teachers of it have been ambitious to 
be Wiſe above what 1s Written. All che 
Articles of the Chriftian Faith, as diſtin- 
guiſht from the Principles of Natural Reli- 
gion, can be known onely by Reyelation ; 
and therefore there is no reaſoning about 
them any farther, than to know what is re- 
vealed, and what is not revealed, is {o un- 
ecrtain, and ſo uſeleſs, that it is not worth 
the knowing. Since we preack- in the 
Name, and by the Authority of Chriſt, we 
ought not to inſtruct our People in an 
thing but what we have his Authority for, 
for this is to exceed our Commiſſion. O- 
' ther nice Speculations may entertain us in 
private Converſation ; but when we preach 
m the Name of Chrift, let us onely-preach 
his Goſpel, and teach them to obſerve 
and do whatſoever he hath commanded 
us. | 


3- -Faith- 


- bay.” I? ni 6 Lo A - - & #ud I 
SN RENE I nant SHELL Cre et 4 BO, EE LE, 
E-Þue £-47.297S- ee £ $a 6 B+ Lge oe FIR 2. 274.00 
fag 99 A MF racy IM, 2 et Ee + ee 2 ERS "5 ad - OC VU E DOES DOINGS 
TITS Po OS OT 7 E7 IS ST LOI 
WV. rs 5 4 > <5 Ee * os. 3 . te ad. 6 k s by "YE a 6 CLE 6, i% 
4 : k b 4 > * y $s 7 4 - £ 
' in” 6 a i | ” Fr S 
 'L Þ# & ©% p mx o bs 
% 


ds] 


9 5 — , 
: prog 
bi 4 os _ _ D Et pe” ed en I EO #3 Age UT; - —_— <> 0 
: EN > 77; 53 od OY © he” © Hg GO roo OS cr LAS oy nr Ys Ne AS ach Ob Ee Eye Fe 
8 : - _—_ SO Oh Shag is na nents EY INGRESS I IE CR Cod 15 and, > 

a RE i tt. Ah FPSBR: > ena EEE + CE = OED 069 Þ Ents 9et 6 

h {es dba 13 IB TE; ER 5 EE FS 

” þ $ . " ke 3: Þ<7 "LINES? + E ©" >S "FB 7 

{ 2 


3- Faithfulneſs- requires, that we preach 
che whole Will of Cod; that we inſtruct 
men' jn_ all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, eſpecially where there is any appa- 
rent and preſent danger of a miſtake; and 
that we teach them every part of their Du- 
ty to: God and men, eſpecially ſach Duties 
as they are moſt unwilling to learn, and moſt 
averſe to praQice. This is an effential part of 
Faithfulnefs,8& requires no ſmall courage too. 
There are no times fo bad, no hearers fo 
captious, but they will very welt bear fome 
general commendations of Religion, or ſome 
common Topicks about Vertue or Vice; 
which are of great uſe too, efpecially in 
fuch a ſceptical -and unbelieving Age, as 
this. But a faithful diſcharge of our Mini- 
ſtry requires fomewhat more ; a particular 
application to the Conſciences of men, ac- 
cording to their wants and neceſſities, not 
ſo much to conſult what will pleaſe them, 
as what will do them good. It mightily 
concerns a Goſpel-Minifter, as far as he can, 
. tomaintain a fair reputation: in the World, 
bur a good name' is nothing worth; when 
we can do no-good by it, when we cannot 
get or maintain-agood-name without neg- 
any A D letting 
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letting our Duty, or betraying the Souls of 
men. TI hada thouſand times rather, that 
men ſhould reproach and revile me for in- 
ſtrucing them in ſuch Duties, as they can- 
not with patience hear of, than that they 
ſhould commend me for my ſilence. 

[t is hard to live in any. Age, wherein 
there are not ſome popular Errors, or ſome 
popular Vices to be corrected; and it is.a 
very dangerous thing to meddle with any 
thing that is popular. But. what is danger 
to that man, who is in a greater danger by 
the negle@& of his Duty ? Shall any mancall 
himſelf a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and a Ser- 
vant of Jeſus Chriſt, and ia ſuch an Ape, as 
we now live in', be aſhamed or afraid to 
cenſure or confute the Errors-of Popery or 
Fanaticilm, or to-reprove Schiſm and FaQt- 


' on, becauſe they are. very popular Vices. 


1 Cor. 4. 
I, 2, 3. 


Let a man ſo account of us, as the miniſters of 
Chrift, and ftewards of the myſteries of God. 
Moreover,it 3s required itt ſlewards. that a man 
be found faithful. But with me it 5.4 very ſmall 


thing that I ſhauld be judged of you, or of mans 
Judgment : as St. Paul ſpeaks. 


h When we 
leave our. ſeveral Flocks, it will be infinite 


GatisfaQion. to us,  to- be able to: fay, as St. 
| DS. Pauh 


Fg 
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Paul did to = p73 an Biſhops: ; T = You to 20. "As | 
record this day, that T am pure from the blood **' *7 
: of all men. For 1 have not ſhunned to de- 
I clare to you all the counſel of God. 

Secondly, Prudence is as neceſſary in a 
Goſpel-Miniſter, as Faithfulneſs is: By Pru- 
dence I do not mean Cunning and Subtil- I 
ty, artificial Inſinuations and Addreſcs , . 
which are more like the Arts of -Seducers, = 
than of Goſpel-Miniſters, Who by good words, 16 Row, 

_ ond _ Gordo deceive the —_ of the 15. ' 
| | Prudence will not allow us in the E 
: | : negle& of any part of our Duty,. whatever 
| ©  theeventbe; but we mubt renonnee the bid- 
den things of diſbonefly, not walking in craf-  ** 
tinefs, nor bandling tbe word of God deceitful- 
by, but by manifeſtation of the truth, com- 
-mending our ſelves to every mans. conſeience 
#n;the fight of God. 

Wiſdom and Prudente, as/it-is conſiſtent 

with Faithfalneſs and Honeſty: in the. diſ- 
-F: charge of our Truſt, can fi gnifie no; More 
| but this; To lofi, Exhoert,.' Perſwade, 

.and perform-all the; parts: and! officesof. a 
Goſpel-Miniſter, in ſuch a manneryi ab;may 
render our inftrudtions and per{waſions moſt 
effeQual ; to.take the moſt convenient! ſea- 
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fons, when-men are moſtapt to be wrought 
on ; to teach them ſuch things as are of 
moſt preſent uſe to them; to uſe ſuch Argu- 
ments as are moſt Iikely to prevail-; to a- 
yoid all unneceflary provocations, when the 
Duty it (elf, which we are toxzcach them is 
- not the matter of the provocation ; for if 
men will be provoked with hearing of 
their Daty, there is no _ p _— ra- 
dence never difpences with any .Our 
Duty, owe as ttt doing 
it : a Faithful Servant does what he is com- 
manded, anda Wiſe Servant does-it in the 
moſt efteciual manner. Uo, 

HI. The Jaſt part of my Text gencerne. | 
the great Rewards of fuch- Faithful and { 
Wiſe Servants 3 | Bhſſetl 36: vhat ſervant. | 
What 'this Reward is, we-are. not-hove pax- 
ticularly told. All good 'men, we know, 
ſhall ibe veryibleſſed -and'happy in theether 
World, and we may reaſonably preſume, 
that Chriſt, who is'the great !Judge of :the 
World, has reſerved ſome peculiar :marks 
of honour for his immediate Servants : This 
he plainly intimates'to us, in thatdiſtin&ion: F 
he makes between'the reward of a Prophet, 
and -of ariglteous man': 'He that reeeiweth 

pro- 


"I "44 
II 
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righteous man in the name of a rightvous Wor, 
ſhall receive s eighteous manreeward.,” 
Our reward in Heaven' wilt ibare forne 
prepontianto the nature of eur 'Work, and 
to that Service we dofor Godinthis World. 
Now, we. cannot do any more acceptable 
{etvice, thantto ſerve /God mm the of 
his 8o0n: to uſe our utmoſt hor ens: of eo 
propagate Religion in the World, and ts | 
make ather-men wile, and good, andhap- 4 
py: Qur Saviour himſelf came\into'\the a 
arld an this. very delign, and was" ad- 2 
vant tothe right Hand :of Glory andPow-' 
&, As a rewar# of -it; \ and thoſe who axe 2 Cor.6, 
workers together with tune, as St. 'Pal (peak; * 
_ :Focewe {ame proportionable Rem: rd 
al 
'Fhe Sithful diſcharge of this Duy 8a 
wark-af infinite cage and difficulty, :that-ic 
 - madeank poſile himſelf cry.on ," Who, 
"*- ſufficient far theſe things. It requires the ex+ 16. 
exciſe: of great care, and:great prudence, and 
great. patience 3 it 8 abundantly enough! to: 
__ our whole time-and thoughts ether 
ung the Will of God, or.in attending | 


the- 


all. i. LEE EE 


-: the. publick Miniſtries of Religion, or in = 
- vate Addreſies and Applications to men who 
want Quri Advice and. Counſel ; we muſt _ 
contentedly. bear. all the Afﬀonts and Info- 
lencies -of bid: men, the Frowardneſs and 
Peeviſhneſs /of many profeſt Chriſtians, the 
Gain-ſayings and Contradidions of ſinners. 
We muſt go on and perſevere in our Work, 

though our Perſons and our Miniſtry be de- 


1 Cor. 4. fpiſed :', when we are reviled, we muſt bleſs : 
12,13. when perſecuted, we muſt ſuffer : when defam- 


ed; wh.mmſt emreat : yea though we are made 
as the filth of the world,” and the off-ſcouring 
of all things, This is not very pleaſin 
fleſh and bloud; but the hatder-the wor Ls is, 
the greater will our reward be, if we be 
found faithful and wiſe Servants. 

Nay, there 1s no Work does ſo ennoble 
the Mind as this, and qualifie us for an ex- 
cellent Rewardo © No' man';can faithfully 
diſcharge this'Work, but-ir-muſt purge and 
refine his Mind, and. ſet hmm vaſtly above 
this World, and the little Concernments of 
it :- It gives us a more clear diſtin compre= 
henfive knowledge of God and divine things, 
which is an Angelical perfeCtion of the Mind 
and FEED the ;and he muſt bea ſtrange 


man, 


man, who can be lo Iu FTE HTS in 
the Contemplation of God, and the things 
which relate to another and a better life, and 
not find his Soul raviſht with thoſe unſeen 
and unſpeakable Glories ; who' is ſo: con- 
Rantly employed in taking care of other | 
mens Souls, and takes no care of his own'; 
who is-ſo irequenr in: his Devotions, 'as/the 
very nature bf our Work exaQsifrom us, and 
not live a moſt -divine and heavenly life : 
There.are indeed ſome, who. in the:moſt 
Divine Employment are no:great Examples 
of ſuch a Divine Converſatiof?; but I fear 
they will not be fourid in' the number. of 
thele faithful and wiſe Servants. | Whoevet 
heartily applies himſelf to thecare of Souls; 
will in' the firft' place takecare of his own'$ 
and the faichful diſcharge of this Duty, will 
raiſe us ſo much above the ordinary Leveb 
and Attainments off Chriſtians, -as'will :pre- 
pare us for a greater Reward; and advance 
us fo a-more perfett ſtate of Glory.  _: '/ 
.. Nay; that mmmediate. Relation we ſtand 
in. to: Chriſt; who's the SoveraignLord and 
Judge ofthe Worldif we approye our ſelves 
faithful and wiſe Servants; will ſecure ws of 
a-more excellent Reward:':iThe Cluirchion) 
Earth: 
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5 Farth and the Church in Heaven, is but one 
Church, one Houſhold and Family ; and 
thoſe whom he has made Rulers of his 
Houſhold here, to whom: he has committed 
the greateſt places of Truſt and Dignity, 1 
need not fear being degraded in the other 1 
World, ifethey adorn their Office, and faith- 
fully diſcharge their Truſt here : . And there- 
fore our Saviour tells his Apoſtles, YVerily I 

19 Mat, Jay unto you, that ye which have followed me 

28. in the regeneration, when the Son of man fhall 
ft in the Throne: of vis glory, ye alſo ſhall ſit 

upon twelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes I 

of Iſrael: that is, that» their Reward and T 

Glory in the other World, ſhould anſwer 

co that place of Truſt, and Power, and Dig- 1 

nity, which they had in the Church on - "_-_ 

Earth ; and this Promiſe is no more peculiar :. 

to the Apoſtles, than their Office was. 

In a word, if we conſider what the ſtate 
of the other World is,and who is King there, 
that it is the bleſſed Jeſus, our Great High 
Prieſt, King of Salenr, or the new Jerwſalem, *F" 
and: Prieſt-of the-mroſt High God; how mean | 
and'contemptible {oever ourOffice is thought 
here; we need not doubt but the Scene will 
be:mightily chang'd,when we come into that 

14g, King- 
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--the Fold. "To "char finds Sher herd who laid 
down his life for his Sheep,and therefore will 
not fail to reward thoſe who have ſpent 
their lives, and were ready to have facrifi- 
ced them too, for the ſervice of Souls. 

When we ſpeak of ſo great a man, it » 
below his CharaGeer to mention ſuch thi 
as would be thought confiderable AER. 
ments in meaner perſons ; though indeed a 
truly great man does nothing meanly. . A 
great Mind gives a peculiar grace. and decen- 

co common AQons, as it was. cafic to ob- 
Lirve' in his very Mirth and feel Humours, 
that he never x theReins out of his hands, 
but governed himſelf by the ſtritelt; Rules 
of | Prudence and Religion S 

But I ſhall confine my ſelf to'the ſubject 
of my Text, and confider him: onely as « 
faithful and wiſe Steward, and therefore have 

very little to adde ; forI doubt not, but you 
who knew him, ſpecially you whio. have en- 

Jjoyed the benefit of his Miniſtry, and have 
lived under his Care and Condu&, have al- 
ready applied what F have diſcourſed on 
this Argyment,to your deceaſed Paſtor ; and 
would I haye choſen any. particulas man 
to. have drawn the Charatter by, of a wiſc 


ould Taber have wp How on,” Dre D. ala; 
to have been the Pattern. ' nents 

That he did take care to give'y you Metis! ue 
ſeaſon, T need not tell Sou Berle s Jos all OOO ie, 
If Preaching in ſeaſon and out of ſea on, if pub 
Inftructions and private Applications, Kors "hey 
were needful or defired, be to feed the Flock' of 
Chriſt, & to give Mcatto tis Houſhold and F amily, 
this he did,and that very faithfully and wiſely too. 

In the firſt place,he took care to inform himſelf 
and to furniſh his own Mind with all uſeful knows 
ledge; and his conſtant Preaching, chongh'withont 
any vain affeQation of Learning, which ſerves onely 
to amuſe, not to inſtru, did ſufficiently diſcover 
both his natural and a ired Abilities. - He had a 
clear and diſtin apprehenfion of things, an caffe 
and manly Rhetorick, ſtrong Senſe conveyed to the 
mind in familiar words,good Reaſons inſpired with 
a decent Paſſion, which did not onely' teach, bue 
moye and tranſport the Hearers, ' and'at the fine 
time gave both lightand heat : for indeed he was 
a good man, which is neceffary to make a 
Preacher ; he had an inward vital fenfe of Religion, 
and that animated his diſcourſes with the ſame Di- 
vine Paſſions which he felt in himſelf.. 


He did not entertain his Hearers IF School- 
E 2 Sub- 
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Suhothic Rs "i. 
andurry jong,as he {56n, nariels,, 
nor under => but h care. Was.to A ok 


the gf riclosf Faich, 4nd Riglepf Life, wh 
we. Ie and boy. we.myſt lye,. wee 
may, be.cternally happy... Abd he did; as a, 
Servant. Fade to doas he declared a lictle. x ik 
| BEVET Arg 39 thing, bug. 
b irmly bg be.true.> 
ale not t I1 Ju whata, lk Ende World 
viehavs hyed.in. for ſome; years paſt, fuch Critical 
tunes. 25: Wale try. thePrigeiplss& Spirits, of men. 
When, A,prevatiing, wioncthreatned both. Charchi 
State, andthe tears of, Ropery, were.thaught a. 
is JÞ atbaf the maſt illegal & irreligi- 
qQus apcthods rorlerrps if, 01 when, it was ſcandalous; 
nero a warcthen ianaheKingar;the Church, 
worn hmm lilent,.apd, thoſe who alle» 
wlacity. ſwan with.the, Stream; thep; this 
COIII= duxſt,reproveSchiſaxapd FaQion, 
Ga bo hn? coniqrm, to the; RO; +) 
__ ha opt W' defps 
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Ned. Hi = nes 7 in choſe days, | 
a rned by by y publick: Authority,are laſting Proofs” 
this,aud yet he washo Papiſtneither,but durſt re 
prove the errours of Rapery,when ſome others, who 
madethe'greateſt noiſe: and out-cry about it, grew 
wiſe and cautious. , This was like'a truly honeſt and 
faithful Servant, to oppoſe the growing: Diſtempers 
of the Age,withoutiauy regard either to unjuſt Cen- 
ſyxes, ar. apparent Danger. And: yer he did not 
needlefly proyoke any,man;.he gave:no hard words, ' 
but thought jt. ſevere enough to confutemens errors 
without: uphraiding os: reproaching their perſons. 
His Converſation: was: courteous and affable to all 
men, {oft.and eafie, asiis Principles were ſtubborn; © 
he. could. yield: any; thibg-but:che' Track, and' bear | 
with any, thing but the Vicesof men. He-wouldin- 
deed have been the: Wanderiof bis Age;hadhe not” 
lived in ſachan Aggasithapksibe ito God, can ſhew 
many ſuch Wendergand;yetciw fuchan Ape as this 
he:made ag 1!lyſtrious:Fignce ; though he had his 
Equals, be. had not: many Superiours. _ 

Thus he: lived; and: thus'this good man died; for 
thus he way found doing when:his/Lord came. The | 
firſt ſymptoms:ot: his. Diftemper ſeized himjuſt be- * 
fore his laſk-Sermon,at 'Whzite-ball; bur gave or ſo. 
much reſpite as to takethisrJeave of the World in. 
an excellent Diſcourſe of: Immortality, - which he 


ſpeaks 


” ſpeaks of with ſuch a ſenſible guſt and reliſh, as if 
| his Soul had been then upon the wing,and had ſome 
fore-taſt of thoſe joys it was juſt a going to poſſeſs. 
And indeed he encountered the apprehenſions of 
Death, like one who believed _ 

mortality ; he was neither over-fond of living, nor 
afraid to die. He received the Supper of our Lord, 


profeſſed his Communion with the Church of Eng- 
land, in which he had lived, and in which he now 


died, and having recommended his Soul to God,he 


quietly expected how he would diſpoſe of him. 

But I muſt not forget to tell you, that he died 
like a true and faithful Paſtor, with a tender care 
ard affection for his Flock. When he impoſed this 
| unwelcome Office upon. me, he told me, he did not 
deſire any Praiſes of himſelf,” but that I wotild give 
ſome good advice to his People,whoyfſaid he, are in- 
deed a very kind and loving People. And this was 
not the firſt nor the onely time I have heard him 
own not onely your kind reception of him at firſt, 
but the repeated and renewed expreſſions of your 
affeQion,which did ſignally manifeſt it ſelf in his late 
Sickneſs,and now accompanies him to the Grave, A 
CharacGter,which to your honour I ſpeak it, you have 
now made good for ſeveral ſucceflions,and which, 
I hope,you will never forfeit. 

But what that good counfel is, he would have me 

| give 
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give you, he told me not; and therefore I can onely 
guels at his intentions in this. Were he now pre= 
nt to-ſpeak to.you, I believe he could not give - 
you better counſel than he' has already done : and 
4 therefore my advice to you is, | ; 
vr r. To remember thoſe Counſels: and: Exhottati- 
| ons, which you have heard from. your deceaſed -Pa- 
ſtor.' Though the Sower be removed, yet let thac 
1mmortal Seed, that Word of Life which he. has 
ſown,live and frucifie in your hearts,aud bring forth 
; the bleſſed Fruits of Righteouſneſs. He has ſhewed' 
you the plain way'to Heaven, have a care you. do- 
not forget it, have a care you do not wander out of = 
it... He has- recommended the Communion of: the» 
Ghurch of England to you. He has taught. you to: - 
be Loyal to your Prince,and'to be-true to yourRe- 
ligion ; take care then, that neither your Religion. 
_ deſtroy your Loyalty,- nor your Loyalty corrupt: 
your Religion: remember that beloyed perſon, 
F —- whoſe memory is dear and facred to you, was net- 
ther a Rebel, a Papiſt, nor a Fanatick. 


Ss: 2. Since you have loſt your Guide, a faithful and' 
- be _ a pradentGuide,and the choice of a Stcceſſour is tin 


your ſelves, be very careful, as the concernment of 
your Souls requires yon ſhould be, of your Choice.” 
experienced. and. skilful Pilot-co ſteer a rape ag 

ante ha pear Wa | dy 


fieady courſe. Have a 2 care <of dividing into Faction 
and Parties; letnot meer private Intereſts orFrietids 

s govern you; if 'it'be poſſible; "adtaitcof 'no 
Competrftions, much leſs of Pulpit-Combiits, which 
do oftner occafion laſting and fatal 'Divifions, than 
en& in'a'wiſe Choice. Remember'what a' faccedi- 
on you'have had'of Great! and Good Mei ifi this 


ue 


Place, and let it be your ambition fall to  equlal: ad 


out-do it, if you can. 

;|And now I ſhall conclude inane ward eh: og 
threa ofthe Clergy. Wehave Joſt afaithiul 

bourer in Gods Vineyard,in a timg when.w 

red him; let 1 us es who {till ſurvive, i 
and expreſsa'gr rear Foal and rment in 
De tae 5h arranacd es t we 
are all mortal; and low little;tima we bave't© workin, [ive 
know not ; but let us ſo improve the remainder of oyr.dpys; 
that. when our Lord comes, he.may own us rf faith 
wile Servants, and beſtow ori 'us a'Crown of Rightes 
and'Immortality. - Which God ofc his infinite mercy Þ1 
throvugh-our- LOH Joins Chrifts ::Torwhom,:: ee 
and the Holy Wire Honogr, aa ns Powe aow 
and for ever. Amen. > 
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